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Dynamic and agile events industry professional and creative strategist with more than 23 years’ experience launching, planning, and executing large and small-scale events and performing arts programs. Demonstrated abilities include full life cycle event planning and execution, talent acquisition and booking, contract negotiation, vendor selection/management and organizational leadership. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Town of Herndon Parks and Recreation Department – Herndon, VA
Performing Arts/Special Event Supervisor, January 1998 – Present

· Directly manages $80,000 budget, evaluation of talent, contract negotiation, and booking for more than 50 acts across three stages for The Herndon Festival, a four-day event that attracts up to 70,000 attendees annually. 
· Supervises and orchestrates all logistics for Herndon Festival stages including coordination of meals, lodging, backline, transportation, communications and stage management teams.
· Manages budget and all aspects of programing for additional annual programs and events. Events historically include Parent Child Dance, Halloween event, Christmas event, Mayor Appreciation program.
· Designs instructional curriculum for performing arts classes and creates multi-focus Storybook arts camps, classes and special events for children.
· Seasoned speaker who has been sought after to speak on industry trends and topics at conferences and to Event Management students at George Mason University. 
· Devised and managed all program planning from inception through launch for annual gated event: The Herndon Labor Day Wine and Microbrew Festival.
 This event draws over 1,500 attendees in a five-hour span.
· Effectively, manages diverse volunteer base to fulfill a wide range of roles at various events. Adept at working seamlessly across all levels of the community - from civic groups to town council.
· Collaborates with Marketing Manager to support effective talent and event messaging. Supports through writing copy, proofing, choosing images, branding and creative content ideas.
·  Knowledge and application of best practices in emergency management for large-scale public events.
· Conducts extensive post-event evaluations to ensure achievement of KPIs and identify areas for future improvement for both internal and external players.
· Leverages background and skills in visual design and display to create a wide array of theme-based parties and special events. 

EDUCATION
· Graduate Certificate in Event Management – The George Washington University
· Bachelor of Fine Arts, Musical Theater – Texas Christian University

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATION
· VRPS (Virginia Recreation and Parks Services) 
· IEFA (International Events and Festival Association)

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
· ArtSpace – Herndon, VA:  Board of Directors/Development Committee (2013 – 2015)
· Produced annual Mother’s Day Tea event.
· One of team of two responsible for décor for Springtime in Paris fundraiser held at Worldgate Center.
· Produced Wine and design series.
· Produced Cinema and Brew series.



